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29. Following this meeting, Edwards again accessed medical leave (Exhibit 5).

30. Edwards sent a letter to [Name redacted] blaming others for issues of missing funds, including 
blaming students. Edwards stated the money was used for prizes and library books, which 
[Name Redacted]stated did not match the audit information and therefore, Edwards' 
explanations were deemed not credible (Exhibit 5). 

DECISION OF THE HEARING COMMITTEE 

Charge \-Guilty 
Charge 2-Guilty 

REASONS FOR DECISION 

1. Teachers and principals, in relation to their responsibilities for financial matters associated
with a school community, must act in a manner which establishes and maintains a
relationship of trust. Parents trust that all payments made to a school will be used for their
intended purposes.

2. By failing to account for money collected from magazine sales, Edwards failed to maintain
the honour and dignity of the profession.

3. By engaging in the misappropriation of funds for her own personal and unauthorized
purposes, Edwards failed to maintain the honour and dignity of the profession.

4. The hearing committee accepted the plea of guilty on each of the charges, based on Edwards'
submission on plea and the agreed statement of facts (Exhibits 4 and 5).

PENALTY 

The presenting officer sought to amend two words in the joint submission on penalty (Exhibit 6). 
The first was a typographical error and the second was to replace the word "permanently" with 
the word "temporarily" with respect to the recommendation for suspension of certification. The 
committee accepted the request for both amendments, noting neither change was at all 
prejudicial to the member. 

The hearing committee received a joint submission recommending a suspension of membership 
in the Alberta Teachers' Association for 12 months, a recommendation to the minister of 
education to suspend Edwards' teaching certificate for a period of 12 months and a letter of 
severe reprimand. 








